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The SAR Issue
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If you are enclosed by the red line, you pay a SAR

The SAR Background
•

All landowners in the Port Geographe zone pay a 15.7% surcharge on their rates
called a Specified Area Rate (SAR)

•

This levy has been placed annually into the Port Geographe Waterways
Management Reserve Fund WMRF).

•

The purpose was to provide funds for Busselton Shire to fulfill its obligations for
the future maintenance of waterways and proximal coastal features, funded 75%
by landowners and 25% by the Busselton Shire

•

The developer was to pay for annual maintenance until agreed handover after
completion. This arrangement lapsed when the developer went bankrupt,
requiring a New Management Agreement which eventually surfaced in 2015.

•

WMRF has accumulated over the years and at 30 Jun 2017 held $3.422 M.

Community Co-contribution
• After the boat ramps were installed Busselton Shire
commenced a community co-contribution from general
municipality rates, equivalent to 25% of the total annual SAR
collection, which was also placed in the WRMF
• In the 2003/4 budget Busselton Shire redirected the 25%
municipality contribution to a new fund called Port Geographe
Development Fund.
• In 2014/2015 City of Busselton ceased this contribution and
no longer makes any community contribution to PG
waterways and coastal managemen.t
• The PG Development Fund had about $580,000 at the
beginning of the 2015/16 fiscal year, and subsequently
augmented to $1.53M with return of bond money from
reveivers.

The New Management Deed - 2015
• Under the New Management Agreement of 2015 the
State (through DoT) picks up all of the annual costs of
coastal and waterways maintenance and invoices BC
for a contribution.
• Despite some doubt about the legality of this process,
our legal advice is not to pursue the legalities, so
PGLOA committee had pursued the fairness case.
• BC’s payment to DoT comes exclusively from the
WMRF, which in the past two years has been around
$300,000.
• The figure amounts to the annual income to the
WMRF which comes from SAR and interest.

Shortcomings
• Provided that the invoices relate directly to the
original purpose, there is no ceiling on what the State
can demand from BC to pay towards annual
maintenance of coast and waterways – it is simply an
informal arrangement.
• This leaves our money in the WMRF exposed to a
politically-driven grab, or a big-hit response to a
severe weather incident.
• On advice from Dot, BC has declined our request to
see invoices for work paid by our SAR monies.
• In 2016-17 all of the SAR contribution went to the
cost of dredging the port channel

The new coastal management envelope
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Additional Responsibility for Coastal Management
• Under the New Management Deed the area of
coastal maintenance responsibility was doubled
• It now extends from Morgan St in the west to
Baudin Reserve in the east
• This was advice to BC from the EPA.
• Where is the evidence that the reconfigured
groynes has increased the impact on coastal
features?
• Why should dry-lot PG landowners pay for
beach maintenance?

Consequences – intended or unintended?
• PG landowners are the only ratepayers in WA contributing to the
maintenance of a significant community asset.
• BC is not contributing any money to the waterway maintenance of the
popular community asset.
• The amount of SAR money that can be invoiced by DoT is uncapped.
• Recreational boaters and commercial operators from all over the
region use the facility without any user payments.
• The extent of coastline for which the SAR can be used for maintenance
extends far in excess of any impacts of the reconfigured groynes.
• The SAR envelope has become an arbitrary envelope that captures an
increasing majority of non-canal lot owners.
• The net affect is an unfair discrimination against Port Geographe
landowners.

Future Scenario
• Currently the SAR account is $3.4M which is more than 10
times the indicated annual drawdown.
• Currently 673 landowners pay the SAR
• BC has a windfall “milch cow” from ratepayers.
• Currently about 70% of SAR payers are non-canal lots
• About 600 dry lots will come on stream with Aigle Royal
• In 10 years time 95% of SAR payers will be dry-lot owners
• Why should they pay a levy to maintain waterways and
coastal features?
• BC has no strategic plan for the growth and disbursement
of SAR funds

The Remedies
• The community contribution from BC should be
reinstated.
• Consideration be given to a user-pay principle for the
use of the port waterways.
• There be a formal cap on the amount of SAR money
that can be appropriated in any one year.
• BC defines its medium- to long-term strategy with
respect to the growth and deployment of the WMRF.
• BC undertakes a review of the SAR boundary in
consultation with PGLOA and other affected
community groups

Landscaping
In March 2015 PGLOA
produced a report to BC in
March 2015 called “Pride in
Our Community”
Finally in response we are
advised of some “special”
landscape works for this FY:
www.portgeographe.com.au

Maintenance Initiatives for 2017-18
• Footbridge approaches at each end to be reticulated and
landscaped
• Lanyard Bvd off Layman Rd to be reticulated and made
into parkland
• Median strips in Lanyard and Keel to be restored
• BBQ to be installed on western port entrance
• Installation of new water bores for parkland and lawn
reticulation
This does not come out of SAR funds, but from the PG
Development Reserve.
There is some doubt whether all these will proceed

Amendments to Town Plan 21

PGLOA has sought to strengthen the building covenants
with limited success, and with ongoing concerns

Layman Entry Statement

We can do better than this!

Trees and Troubles
• Layman Road through Port Geographe is one of
the principle access routes to Busselton.
• It should present a distinctive entry statement
by way of an avenue replacing the present
sheoaks.
• PGLOA advocates red flowering gums and
poplars to be installed in the one campaign.
• BC plans a staged replacement program using
peppermints.
• With the help of Crs Bleechmore and Tarbotton
we should progress this one.

Wider Community Issues
PGLOA Committee has taken public stance on:
• Advocating the Ford Road option in
preference to the Eastern Link.
• Submitted a supporting view on the
environmental review of the Busselton Airport
expansion.

Where to Now?
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain the pressure and the dialogue
Presentation at Councillor’s lunch
Ombudsman
Media Campaign
Support empathetic councillors and
candidates for BC Council
www.portgeographe.com.au

